HISTORY OF “THE OPENING OF THE TERM”

Every January, the Calhoun County Circuit Court conducts a ceremony called “The
Opening of the Term”. The Judges of the County Courts, members of the Bar, Court staff,
and interested members of the public gather in one of the Courtrooms. At this assembly,
the Judges report on their Courts, the lawyers eulogize members of the Bar who have died
in the preceding year and renew the Attorney’s Oath.

This practice began when Calhoun County was detached from Barry and Eaton
Counties to become the 37" Judicial Circuit Court, which was then located in Marshall, the
County Seat. Shortly afterbeing so designated, the Michigan Legislature passed laws that
allowed the Court to have an alternate courtroom in the City of Battle Creek, as long as the
City furnished and maintained the space. This was done, and the court sat in various
rented locations in the City. After the new city hall was built in 1911 a courtroom with
adjunct offices was buiilt into it and was used until moving to the old Battle Creek Post
office. To service both locations, the one Circuit Judge would then travel between Marshall
and Battle Creek. When a second Circuit Judge was added, the Judges began alternating
locations, usually on a monthly basis.

Because communications were inadequate, it was necessary for lawyers to appear
in Court from time to time to schedule trials and other proceedings. Four times a year -
November and May in Marshall, and March and September in Battle Creek - attorneys
would assemble to hear the pending cases announced, discuss the state of readiness of
cases, and assign trial dates when appropriate. These gatherings also proved to be an
opportune time to remember departed members of the Bar. So began “The Opening of the
Term”.

To assist the call of cases, the Court had calendars printed and furnished to each of
the county lawyers and out-of-county lawyers who had cases on the docket. These printed
calendars continued into the 1960's, but as the number of cases grew, they became less
and less useful. Case scheduling through pretrial conferences and use of the assignment
clerk became preferable.

Since the Courts have moved into the present Justice Center, the Judges, staff, and
interested members of the Bar have tried to locate one of these printed calendars;
however, searches of the archives and some of the older law offices have proven to be
unsuccessful until recently.

While looking for something totally unrelated to this project in the summer of 2009,
one of the Bar members found the November, 1954 copy of the Circuit Court Calendar in
the Local History Department at Willard Library. Rick Hulsey, Director and Librarian,
agreed to loan the document to the Court.

In order to preserve the nearly-perfect condition of the $5-year-old document, the
book is kept under glass; however, its contents are published on the Calhoun County
Courts’ web page and may be seen at
http://calhouncountymi.gov/Departments/CircuitCourt/OverviewCircuitCourt.htm. (See "1954

Calendar".)
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18 CIVIL JURY CASES 19
Case No. PARTIES ACTION ATTORNEYS REMARKS
Docket Mo.
Roy Trimble Cyrus J. Goodrich
31
VE, Suit by Summons
24-448 Howard D. Schneider & 3 Mustard, Clagett &
Marguerite Schneider Everett
22 Frederick H. Cline Ronald M. Ryan
va. Suit by Summons
24-493 Robert Dale Patterson &
Alfred Patterson Richard K. Amerson
Sherman A, Lane Storkan & Tompert
33
Ve, Declaration
24-496 Carl W. Richmond North, Allen &
Scatterday
Paul G. Hansen, by next MecAuliffe & Harbert
a4 friend, Faul E. Hansen
Declaration
VE.
24-499 Ryan, Sullivan &
Ceeil Holbrook Hamilton
Paul E. Hansen MecAuliffe & Harbert
36
v Declaration
eclarati
Ryan, Sullivan &
24-500 Cecil Holbrook Hamilton
Donald B. Morrison McAuliffe & Harbert
36

24-501

va.
Cecil Holbrook

Declaration




20 CIVIL JURY CASES 21
St o PARTIES ACTION ATTORNEYS REMARKS
Docket No.
Hugh Morrison McAuliffe & Harbert
a7
VS, Declaration
24-502 Cecil Holbrook Ryan, Sullivan &
Hamilton
Judy Birmingham, by next Golden & Penn
as Friend, James Birmingham
Adlges Vs, Earprelll. Foltz, Paulson
- almer
g;tﬁ(s “:i?b%r:erﬂf:eh?se-mm American Nat'l Bank Bldg.
Wagne'r, Builders Kalamazoo, Michigan
Ella Larned gcrth.réﬂtl:en &
catterday
g va. Declaration With ELAY
Notice to Plead
24-515 Wolverine Express, Inc.
a Mich. Corp. & City of James W. Mackey
Marshall, Mich. a Mich. Lenton G. Sculthorp
Municipal Corp.
Kay Marie Mills, by Clyde MeAuliffe and Harbert
40 H. Mills, her next Friend
Declaration
va, Jennings, Fraser, Parsons
24-519 & Trebileock
Glenn D. Lower & 1400 Mich. Nat'l Tower
Dale D. Lower Lansing 8, Michigan
Russell W. Conroy
McAuliffe & Harbert
Clyde H. Mills & Farmers
41 Insurance Exchange
va, Declaration Jennings, Fraser, Parsons
24-551 & Trebilcock
Glenn D, Lower & 1400 Mich. Nat'l Tower
Dale D. Lower Lansing 8, Michigan
Russell 'W. Conroy |
1
2 Charles Patterson Hatch & Sculthorp
4
vE.
Suit by Summons
24-568 Russell Smith &

Robert Grable
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